
Where do they come from? 

“They have come, these newest of the new Milwaukeeans, 
from places that most of us would have trouble finding 
on a map—from Burma, Somalia, Laos, Sudan, Vietnam, 
and a dozen other nations on what is, from an American 
perspective, the other side of the world. They have not, in 
most cases, left those lands by choice. Some are fleeing civil 
war or religious persecution, while others have been set adrift 
by seismic political shifts. Before they were uprooted, most 
of the newcomers had little idea that Milwaukee existed, and 
even less that they would one day make the city their home.”

– Historian John Gurda, author of The Making of Milwaukee

For information about the traveling exhibition with  
accompanying texts and cellphone audio tour, visit 
herethereandelsewhere.wordpress.com

TOP: Adey’s daughter Muslimo reading

BOTTOM: Adey and her daughter Muslimo at home
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Why are they here?
“Migration is as old as humankind, though the factors that 
prompt people to move vary. Whether pushed out by war, 
famine, or oppression, or pulled by the promise of economic 
opportunity or freedom, displaced people may take months, 
years, or entire lifetimes to make sense of their situation... 
their final destinations reflect the complex international 
humanitarian apparatus that disperses refugees residing in 
camps to communities across the world that would provide 
them a safe haven.” 

– UWM Historian Chia Youyee Vang

TOP: Max and Ma Ra Sul Bi and their four children at home

BOTTOM: Three veterans of Burma’s 8888 uprising at annual commemoration
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How do they live?

How do they live?
“My siblings and I reminisce about the backbreaking days 
that motivated all of us to stay in school, escape into books 
and pursue other careers far away from that farm. Our English 
not only helped us with academic achievement and gave us 
access to new worlds. It also meant that we had to guide our 
parents through various systems and institutions. Children 
are the bridges between our refugee parents and U.S. society. 
They may serve as cultural brokers and interlocutors, but  
they also carry their parents’ hopes and dreams into a place 
and a future with far more opportunities than where they  
came from.” 

– UWM Historian Chia Youyee Vang
TOP: Kay drives her 1950s Allis Chalmers tractor

BOTTOM: Farmer Kay, right, with a few of her 13 children at her Oak Creek farm
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How are they changing this place?
“Milwaukee has long been a global city rich with the cultural 
diversity that accompanies large numbers of foreign-born 
inhabitants. We have also been a city that has often refused 
to embrace newcomers and instead adopted a nativist’s 
prejudice.... Like a treasured family album, this body of work 
reveals relationships, rites of passage, and the habits of  
daily life. The photographs bring these moments out of  
the private space of the family album and onto the gallery 
wall so that these faces and their stories may be woven into 
the broader American fabric and become part of the larger 
U.S. family album.”

– UWM Historian Jasmine Alinder
TOP: A new American: child of Eritrean parents is baptized at All Saints Catholic Church

BOTTOM: Children assemble for Burmese New Year blessing, Lao Family Community Center
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